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Admission Types

A student applying for admission to graduate studies at SHSU may be considered for six types of
admission. Details of the possible admission types follow. The final admission decision rests with the
respective academic dean.

Regular Admission

Regular admission may be granted to a degree-seeking student who meets all of the University and
program-specific admission reguirements. Meeting stated minimum admission requirements does not
constitute automatic admission to a graduate program at Sam Houston State University. Any inquiries
regarding program-specific admission requirements should be directed to the graduate adviser (access
advisers at http://www.shsu.edu/academics/degrees.html) or the dean of the appropriate college in which
the program is housed.

Conditional Admission

Conditional admission may be granted, at the discretion of the appropriate academic dean, to a degree-
seeking student who has not yet submitted ALL of the required admission materials to allow an admission
decision to be made but is being allowed to enroll in classes pending receipt of the missing material(s).
Conditional admission is valid for ONE SEMESTER ONLY. A subsequent admission decision will be made
upon receipt of the missing admission material. Conditional admission does NOT guarantee regular
admission upon receipt of the missing material, regardless of the student’s performance in classes
taken during the one semester of conditional admission. Some programs do not grant conditional
admission. At the discretion of the appropriate academic dean, a conditionally admitted student may be
limited to fewer than the normal maximum semester load of 12 graduate credit hours. International
students do not qualify for conditional admission, with the exception of international students transferring
directly from U.S. institutions.

Probationary Admission

Probationary admission may be granted, at the discretion of the appropriate academic dean. to a degree-
seeking student who has submitted all of the required admission materials BUT does not qualify for regular
admission. Probationary admission allows a student to enroll in courses to demaonstrate ability to succeed
at the graduate level. A student may complete a maximum of 12 graduate semester credit hours with
probationary admission. A student with probationary status may be limited to fewer than 12 graduate
credit hours by the appropriate academic dean. To petition for regular admission, a student must earn a
grade of “B” or better in each course completed under probationary admission. A program may set a
higher standard. The final decision rests with the appropriate academic dean. A maximum of 12 credit
hours completed in probationary status may be applied to a graduate program, but the department
concerned may choose not to accept some credit hours taken prior to regular admission. Probationary
admission does NOT guarantee regular admission upon completion of the requisite coursework.
International students are not eligible for probationary admission.

Preparatory Admission
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